Congenital abnormalities of the osseous spine: a radiological approach.
The spine may act as a useful window to the diagnosis of many congenital malformations syndromes and skeletal dysplasias. However, radiological identification of these syndromes remains a difficult task, because there are so many syndromes and dysplasias to remember. Moreover, many spinal abnormalities are non-specific and there is much overlap between different genetic and congenital disorders. Consequently, many radiologists cringe when these topics are discussed. The purpose of this short review is to provide the general radiologist a workable primer for systematic analysis of spinal abnormalities encountered in genetic disorders, which may be helpful in (differential) diagnosis.